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Kennecott Futyre Tied to Tailinos

By Mike Gorrell Plication for 3 permit to enlarge the pileby 20 to 25 years before the Bingham Canyon
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE 3,500 acres to contain most of the 1.9 bil-  Mine’s ore body runs out — the company
Environmenta] effects of Kennecott Cop-  lion tons of tailings likely to be produced  would have to shut down. The result: 2,200
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ner’s proposal to expand its tailings pile by another 25 to 30 years of mining in Bing-  Kennecott employees, who make $100 mil- T -,,,’;‘,'J:;{?:dm’e-,,,
‘th and west will he minimal becauseofa  ham Canyon. lion annually in wages and salaries, would i
-pany plan to replace destroyed wet- “We feel good about the application and  oge jobs Prematurely. Another 6,600 2100South Nl i R
lands with a 2,500-acre nature preserve. don’t foresee any surprises in the public- people in dependent trades also would be

But prohibiting the expansion would comment period,” said Fred Fox, Kenne.

7200

receive pink slips, losing $150 million in

force Kennecott to close its Oquirrh Moun-  cott Copper’s environmental-affajrs direc-  annual earnings. — Prof it
tains’ mining operation 20 years early, tor. “But you never know.” In addition, the €conomy annually would =S A,’&S,{;?ﬁ‘,e
| costing Utah’s économy more than $1 bjl- A hearing will be held May 31 at the Utah lose Kennecott’s expenditure of $750 mijl- L Expansion |
-~ lion. Department of Natural Resources audito-  lion for supplies, equipment and services; :
Those are conclusions of a draft environ-  rium in Salt Lake City. Written comments  $415 million in Industrial output; $15 mi. The Salt Lake Tribune
mental impact statement (EIS) released may be submitted through June 27 to Mike  lion in sales and property taxes; and $30
Tuesday by the U S, Army Corps of Engi-  Schwinn at the Corps’ office in Bountiful. million in indirect business taxeg. While the expansion will damage mor
neers, whose approval of the project is nec- One main EIS conclusion is that thoy- “The loss,” said the Corps, “would be than 1,000 acres of wetlands, the Corps
essary because 1,055 acres of wetlands  sands of jobs would be lost if Kennecott i i

upwards of three decades of g significant  research suggested mitigation measure
would be affected. cannot expand its pond. i

The document evaluates Kennecott’s ap- The document projected that by 2004 — regional economy.” B See KENN ECOTT, Page D-¢
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Kennecott
Unveils Plans
For Expansion
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would minimize the project’s
overall impact on air quality, sur-
face waters that flow into the
Great Salt Lake, groundwater and
wildlife.

“There would be a displace-
ment of shorebirds and water-
fowl,” the draft EIS said, * ...
[but] the habitat is highly degrad-
ed and of low habitat value. Miti-
gation would result in an en-
hancement of habitat in the
vicinity for wildlife, especially
shorebirds and waterfowl.”

In the past century, Kennecott
has created a pile of tailings —
fine-grained material left over af-
ter valuable minerals are extract-
ed from ore — that covers 5,700
acres and is 200 feet tall.

Growing by 152,000 tons daily,
the pile can hold about 400 mil-
lion more tons before the weight
of its load will make it potentially
unstable. That would be especial-
ly true if a moderate or large
earthquake shook the area.

“An earthquake in this area
could cause the fine-grained tail-
ings ... to liquefy, potentially
causing failure of the impound-
ment,” the draft EIS said.

Consequently, Kennecott de-
cided to create a new pile north of
the existing one, which will be di-
vided into sections by dikes and
seeded with grasses and other
vegetation to stabilize the mound.

Much of that vegetative work

already is under way to alleviate
the concerns of Magna residents,
who complained vehemently
about health-threatening dust
kicked up by northerly winds.

Kennecott originally proposed
expanding the tailings pile to the
north and east, but switched its
focus west when Salt Lake City
objected that growth to the east
would infringe on plans to devel-
op the city’s northwest fringe.

Moving the pile west (its north-
ern border still will be close to In-
terstate 80) worked out just fine
for Kennecott. ‘It was a positive
movement because of lesser envi-
ronmental impacts,” Fox said.

The site will destroy 1,055 acres
of wetlands, about 650 fewer than
its easterly counterpart. To offset
the loss of those wetlands, Kenne-
cott has purchased land northeast
of the Saltair beaches for inclu-
sion in a nature preserve.
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030—Lost and Found
FOUND: Bassetft Hound, male, call to
identify, 261-1042.

FOUND: Husky in Keams on 4/19.
968-8514, leave msg.

FOUND: 15th So. 2nd East. Small

Chihuahua, 466-8538

FOUND: Orange short hair cat,
Holladay area. 272-7859
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day in Riverton/Bluffdale area. An
swers in ‘Sam’, 250-1387, leave msg.

I small calico female, 560
N_w irrard) REWARD. 521-4502
LOs., .emale Sheltie on 4/17
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Needs medication. Call 596-2287
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